
 

XIX IOSTE SYMPOSIUM 
Transforming Science & Technology Education to Cultivate Participatory Citizens 

Daegu, Korea, 23-28 August, 2020 

 

USP Knowledge Competition: a path towards equity in higher 
education admission 

Abstract 

Education is a unique path towards developing critical citizens who can contribute to constructing 
and consolidating a democratic society. In this process, it is essential that people of all social classes 
have the opportunity of having a formal education. This demand is not yet a reality for less favored 
classes in Brazil. A barrier for this public entering higher education is not knowing the admission 
process and free public universities. Thus, aiming to provide equity of access, the University of São 
Paulo (USP), Brazil, created the USP Knowledge Competition (CUCo in Portuguese). CUCo is an 
affirmative, free action, carried out since 2017, aimed at high school students from public schools 
in São Paulo State. The process begins with registration orientation, followed by doing tests in two 
phases, one online and the other in person at the school. Actions involving professional choice and 
the possibilities of studying at USP are also discussed in the CUCo. Another aspect of equity 
involves an award, in which up to 3 students from each school are awarded. Thus, thousands of 
students are awarded covering all regions, respecting and valuing each reality. Among the awards 
there is a possibility of visits to the university, participation in a pre-scientific initiation program, 
with a scholarship and exemption from the registration fee for the USP entrance exam. The 
quantitative results of CUCo reveal that more than 200 thousand students from 3700 schools 
participated in the competition, more than 5300 exemptions from the entrance fee were received 
and more than 1770 participants entered USP. Regarding qualitative results, it is noteworthy that 
CUCo helped students to enter university, promoting cultural change and placing higher education 
as a possibility. It also contributed to the involvement of the school and family community in 
educating citizens better prepared for their life choices. 
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